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Jan. 25: A 15% increase in fuel prices, and a 6% currency devaluation went into effect. Public
transport fares were raised up to 35%. (See Chronicle 01/29/91 for previous coverage.) Since
Friday, street marches and public demonstrations by student and labor groups have been a daily
occurrence. Jan. 29: The United Workers Front (Frente Unitario de Trabajadores-FUT), announced
plans for a 24-hour nationwide strike for Feb. 6. Spokespersons said peaceful demonstrations
will take place daily in the nation's cities until the strike date. Jan. 30: Secondary school classes
were suspended in Quito by Education Minister Alfredo Vera in response to violent student
protests. Press secretary for the presidency, Rodrigo Rangles, said violence in the streets had caused
numerous injuries, including 10 police officers. He added that some of the students are using highpowered explosives, such as an incident on Wednesday in which four sticks of dynamite were
thrown at police officers. According to a report by the Agence France Presse, police responded
with gunfire to an attack by students armed with molotov cocktails and rocks. Police sources said
an officer was killed, result of being struck in the head by a rock. Two students sustained bullet
wounds, and several were arrested. A large group of university students demonstrated outside the
national congress to express solidarity with the injured students, and to demand release of detained
counterparts. President Rodrigo Borja criticized labor union leaders for their presumptuousness
in announcing a national strike for Feb. 6. Next, he asserted that the union leaders were in hiding,
while simultaneously sending adolescents into the streets. Borja said, "We have police officers
burned by molotov cocktails, one dead officer, and others injured [by demonstrators throwing
rocks]. All of this is the result of irresponsible and unpatriotic agitators..." (Basic data from several
reports by AFP, 01/29/91, 01/30/91; EFE, 01/30/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

